FRIENDS OF THE LITTLE MIAMI STATE PARK
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

This Cooperative Agreement between the above-mentioned Friends Group/Organization (the
Organization) and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (the Department) is entered into this 21th
day of April, 2025.

WHEREAS, the Department administers and operates the Division of Parks and Watercraft, and is
responsible for ensuring the education, protection, and conservation of Ohio’s state parks and
waterways.

WHEREAS, the Organization is a nonprofit corporation organized and existing under Ohio
law, for the purpose of creating a rewardmg user experience on the Little Miami State Park trail by
improving its safety, condition, convenience and beauty in a manner consistent with its natural river
setting.

WHEREAS, the Organization and the Department desire to form this Cooperative Agreement
to mutually support and advance the shared objectives of protecting, conserving, and educating the
public concerning Little Miami_State Park.

WHEREAS the Organization seeks to use the name, insignia, logo, symbols, and/or other
marks of Little Miami State Park in connection with its solicitation of funds and or other items of value
from the public to be used to support and advance the objectives and mission of the Department and
Little Miami State Park.

WHEREAS, the Department agrees to designate and promote Friends of the Little Miami State
Park as an official partner of Little Miami State Park, including by listing Organization on its website,
and consents to Friends of the Little Miami State Park use of its name, insignia, logo, and/or symbols
subject to the terms of this Agreement and all other requirements set forth by state or federal law, the
Ohio Attorney General, any other agreement between the parties,

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:
TERM

1. The term of this Cooperative Agreement shall be two (2) years from the date it is executed
by or on behalf of the Chief of the Division of Parks and may be renewed by an
Amendment to this Cooperative Agreement within thirty (30) days of the first anniversary
with the mutual agreement of both parties.

2. Within thirty (30) days of the execution of this agreement and upon the anniversary of this
agreement and before any agreement to renew this Cooperative Agreement, the parties shall
meet and discuss the goals and projects that Organization plans to pursue throughout the
following year and will establish the parties’ respective roles in supporting these
goals/projects. Such annual meetings and all associated agreements/understandings shall be
documented.
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7.

Nothing in Paragraph 6 shall prevent the Organization from using proceeds from
fundraising described in that paragraph to purchase items or services on behalf of and for
the benefit of the Park, provided that the Park Manager has approved of such purchases or
contributions in writing in advance.

Any proposed permanent construction project or alteration to any structures on Department
managed facilities shall be approved in writing by the Department before any public
solicitation for funding referencing such proposed project or alteration and shall require a
separate agreement signed by all parties.

The Department reserves the right to refuse, accept, or request modifications to any
proposed permanent construction, alteration, or addition to its inventory.

USE OF STATE PROPERTY AND RESOURCES

10.

11.

12.

13.

‘The Department may in its sole discretion agree to provide Organization with temporary,

limited use of state property and resources, including equipment, facility space, and
incidental staff support.

Any significant or prolonged use or lease of state property and/or resources—including
without limitation the use of areas within Little Miami State Park for Organization events
and fundraisers, storing Organization property, and conducting Organization business,
operations, or administration—shall require a separate agreement and/or lease signed by all
parties.

Organization shall adhere to and comply with all applicable laws and regulations, including
permitting rules, concerning the use of state property and resources.

The Department may deny, withhold, or revoke Organization’s permission to use state
property and/or resources at any time for any purpose unless otherwise expressly prohibited
by law or separate agreement signed by the Department.

AUTHORITY OVER STATE PROPERTY AND RESOURCES

14. The Department and its authorized employees and/or designees shall have exclusive

responsibility for the operation of all state property and resources within its possession
and/or control and shall have exclusive discretion to make all decisions regarding the use,
maintenance, improvements, and operations of Little Miami State Park.

15. Nothing in this Cooperation Agreement shall be construed to confer any authority over or

interest in any State property or resources, including Little Miami State Park to
Organization.

GENERAL PROVISIONS
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ADDENDUM TO THE

FRIENDS OF THE LITTLE MIAMI STATE PARK COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

APPENDIX A - FLMSP Mission and Goals for 2025-2026:

Create a rewarding user experience on the Little Miami State Park trail by improving its safety,
condition, convenience and beauty in a manner consistent with its natural river setting.

In support of this mission, the FLMSP has recently been involved in and intends to continue the
following types of activities...

In support of safety:

Maintain intersection site-lines open so vehicles and trail users can see one another.

Paint centerlines and "STOP" and other agreed to warnings at intersection approaches.
Purchase, install and maintain flashing "STOP" signs at dangerous intersections.

Engage municipalities to paint crosswalks and provide signage on roadways at trail
intersections.

Operate a hotline call system so trail users can report unsafe trail situations

Trail sentinel program - Operate outreach program to park user community within the
park.

Children's helmet give-away.

Identify large trees that are dangerously overhanging the trail or are dead and adjacent to
trail. We will report conditions to park management for proactively taking down the tree(s).
When appropriate and with approval from park management, FLMSP can hire a
professional tree service to remove the tree(s). (Per Limitations, FLMSP volunteers will not
take down standing trees.)

In support of trail condition:

Encourage community support from trail users to provide funding for trail repaving and
other trail condition improvements. This includes outreach to state legislature.
Periodically blow the trail to remove debris due to storms and during leaf dropping season.
Grind bumps to smooth out bumps created by tree roots.

Fill cracks to fill in pavement gaps.

Repair damaged fences from falling limbs, erosion and wear.

Clear fallen trees and tree litter that are blocking the trail and berm.

Clear culverts and ditches to keep water from overflowing on to the trail.

Excavate, cut, and/or remove tree roots causing bumps in the pavement.

In support of trail convenience:

Provide portable toilets at trail access points where permanent restrooms are unavailable
and during wintertime at the permanent restrooms that are closed in the winter.

Install benches, so one is available approximately every mile along the trail.

Communicate trail outages on our web, Facebook and Twitter pages.

Install and maintain information kiosks along the trail and/or major intersections to include
important trail information as well as the display of general and historic trail and park
information.
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Each party is signing this two-year Agreement effective for the calendar years 2025-2026.

ORGANIZATION NAME OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES
Friends of the Little Miami State Park DIVISION OF PARKS AND WATERCRAFT

. (@Y
Signature: . WZ éW Signature: A,\ jL ,f (N X,”f}’\/\f /\/
Printed Name: Dick Feldmann Printed NameT "H] U lb\ﬂmn/’d\‘/ fU@)\
Title: President Title: QM K !V l’ﬂ \/U /

Date: April 23. 2025 Date: 6[‘/ 35-
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